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BIRD PESTS 
THE SPARROW 
By J. L. LONG, M.D.A. Research Technician, Agr icul ture Protection Board 
SCATTERED widely throughout the world, sparrows are a nuisance wherever they have 
become established. 
Two species have been introduced to 
Australia—the House sparrow (Passer 
domesticus) and the Tree sparrow (Passer 
montanus.) 
Both are small birds 5 to 5i inches long. 
The House sparrow is brown and grey 
with the crown, nape and lower back 
slate grey; a chestnut bar on either side 
of the neck curves around on each side; 
the wings are brown with a white wing 
bar; the throat and upper breast is black; 
underparts whitish or greyish; beak, black; 
legs, brown. The female lacks both the 
black and chestnut markings and is more 
brownish and duller in appearance, with 
the wing strip less conspicuous. 
The Tree sparrow is so similar in appear-
ance that many people do not even know 
of its existence. The crown and nape are 
chestnut with a triangular black patch on 
the cheeks and there is a second white 
wing bar. The sexes are alike. 
Albino House sparrows and jet black 
Tree sparrows have been recorded. 
THE HOUSE SPARROW 
(Passer domesticus) 
The House sparrow is one of the most 
widely distributed of all birds, ranging 
from Europe to Siberia and including Lap-
land southward through Britain, France, 
Spain and eastwards through the Balkans, 
Russia, Siberia to Mongolia and Man-
churia. It has been introduced into many 
countries of the world, including Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa, West Indies, 
North America, South America and the 
Hawaiian Islands. The original range of 
this sparrow occupied an area of nearly 
six million square miles, but with extension 
of this range in the last 100 years by 
introduction and unassisted spread, has 
doubled its range and it would now occupy 
more than one quarter of the earth's 
surface. 
The first importation of sparrows into 
Australia appears to have been into Vic-
toria in the 1850's but these first introduc-
tions do not appear to have established 
themselves and there are no records of 
their liberation. In 1882 a shipment of 
sparrows left London for Australia, but all 
died on the way out. In 1863, 19 sparrows 
arrived in Victoria and were supposedly 
liberated by a Mr. George Sprigg. (Perhaps 
this is why the birds are known to some 
elderly Victorians as "Spriggies.") Further 
introductions occurred in 1863 when 80 
birds were liberated, and by 1867 a num-
ber of reports of their breeding and 
rearing young were being received. 
In 1871 the authorities refused permis-
sion for the release of any more sparrows, 
as people were becoming aware of the 
dangers of these birds. By this time, how-
ever, the damage had been done; the 
sparrow was established and thriving in 
its new environment. It has continued 
to multiply and increase its numbers and 
has now spread over most of the cultivated 
areas of eastern and southern Australia 
(New South Wales, Victoria, South Aus-
tralia and southern Queensland) but has 
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HOUSE SPARROW—MALE 
MALE SPARROW—Dist inguished f rom female by the chestnut bar on either side of the 
neck and the black " b i b " under the throat and on the breast. 
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HOUSE SPARROW—FEMALE 
FEMALE SPARROW—Dist inguished f rom male by lack of black and chestnut markings 
and brownish and dul ler appearance; wing stripe less conspicous. 
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not penetrated the desert barrier to the 
west and so is absent from Western 
Australia. 
However, from time to time sparrows 
appear in Western Australia and birds 
have been destroyed in 1894, 1927, 1930, 
1946, 1957, and 1964. In 1894 some were 
seen and destroyed at Government 
Gardens in Perth, in 1927 one was shot 
at Fremantle, one was destroyed in 1930, 
one in 1946 and two in 1957. In 1963 a 
number of sightings were reported from 
the Fremantle area but no sparrows were 
actually found until March, 1964, when 
nine birds were shot near the railway 
station. In 1917 the sparrow penetrated 
the border of Western Australia near 
Eucla and reached Mundrabilla Station 
(60 miles west). Apparently these birds 
died out and there have been no further 
invasions of this type. 
TREE SPARROW 
(Passer montanus) 
The Tree sparrow also enjoys a wide 
distribution extending from Europe to 
northern Asia, throughout western Europe 
from the Arctic to the Mediterranean and 
to northern Siberia and Korea, southward 
through China to South East Asia. Un-
doubtedly its stronghold is in the Asian 
countries where it supplants the House 
sparrow as a commensal of man. Like its 
close relative it has also been widely 
introduced to new environments such as 
Australia, Philippines, North America, 
Pescadore Islands, Lombok, South Celebes 
and Ambon. It has, however, not multi-
plied in new lands as has the house 
sparrow, nor spread to the same degree. 
The introduction of the Tree sparrow to 
Australia seems shrouded in mystery. It 
is thought that this bird was probably 
introduced between 1883 and 1881, as so-
called Chinese Sparrows were imported 
then. There is also a possibility that some 
were liberated with the House sparrows 
brought from England in 1863. The strong-
hold of the Tree sparrow in Australia is 
Victoria, especially Melbourne, but it is 
also found in large numbers in some 
regions of New South Wales, such as the 
Riverina. There has been a gradual 
spreading along the Melbourne to Sydney 
railroad and the bird is common at Albury 
and some outlying towns. It was recorded 
up to 400 miles north east of Melbourne 
in 1956. 
HABITS OF SPARROWS 
Both Tree and House sparrows have 
similar ecology, food habits and nesting 
behaviour, with few exceptions. Generally 
the House sparrow is commensal with man, 
relying largely on man for nesting sites 
and food. 
House sparrows are noisy, hardy, pug-
nacious birds, able to adapt easily to new 
situations, with a high rate of reproduc-
tion. They probably suffer little loss from 
natural enemies. Although in some places 
they are colonial nesters, this is thought 
to have arisen from the birds' feeding 
habits and sedentary behaviour. The only 
territorial behaviour exhibited by this 
sparrow is in the defence of its own nest. 
In some places there is a tendency for 
the birds to flock, but movements are 
restricted from breeding grounds to 
feeding grounds. The adult birds are 
vegetarian but the nestlings subsist largely 
on insects for about two weeks, after which 
they become just as vegetarian as their 
parents. The greater part of their diet is 
made up of grain and seeds, but they also 
eat buds and shoots of plants. 
The nests are usually bowls of grass, 
fibres and straw of bulky proportion, and 
placed in a variety of positions—in build-
ings, shrubs, haystacks, under the eaves 
of houses and so on. In Australia and in 
parts of its native range, the Tree sparrow 
as suggested by its name, nests in trees, 
but in South East Asia and Asia, however, 
it lives in as close association with man 
as does the house sparrow, and its nesting 
sites are similar to that species. 
The House sparrow lays from three to 
seven eggs, bluish and spotted or blotched 
grey and brown. The Tree sparrow's eggs 
are similar, but the average is said to be 
four to six. In America the House sparrow 
will nest from two to four times a year; 
in Great Britain at least three clutches 
are raised per year and in Australia at 
least two are common. House sparrow 
numbers in Great Britain are estimated 
to be more than 10,000,000 while the 
corresponding figure for the U.S.A. is 
150,000,000. 
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THE NIFTY, THRIFTY, THIRTY 
THIS ONE'S ON ITS OWN . . . DISTINCTIVELY DIFFERENT FROM ANY YOU'VE EVER SEEN 
Here's Massey-Ferguson's new surprise package —the MF30 . . . a neat, compact, high-quality 
Ferguson System tractor that's unique in its power class. 
It comes with a high-torque, 4-cylinder, indirect injection 27 B.H.P. diesel engine with plenty 
ef power and flexibility. The high performance of this engine is coupled with amazing wheel grip. 
Balanced weight distribution and an extremely sensitive hydraulic system that ensures a high 
and constant degree of weight transference combine to create a field performance out of all 
proportion to its size. And for those greasy conditions a diff lock is fitted as standard. 
Other MF30 standard equipment features include: dual clutch; live rear P.T.O. with engine and 
ground drive speeds; engine drive centre P.T.O. for operating mid-mounted mowers; single-lever 
Ferguson System hydraulics with draft, position, response and automatic compensating rate of 
lower control; linkage transport lock; 8 forward speeds and 2 reverse with synchromesh on 3rd, 
4th, 7th and 8th; foot throttle; 10 gallon fuel tank and 10 or 11 x 28 rear tyres. 
There's much more to the MF30. But why not see it for yourself. . . better still, put it through 
its paces on your farm. There's one ready to go right now. 
^ MASSEY-FERGUSON 
World's Largest Manufacturers of Tractors 
Please mention the "Journal or Agriculture of W A , " when writing to advertiser* 
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P O T A S H - O N E OF T H E 
E S S E N T I A L F O O D S FOR 
VIGOROUS PLANT GROWTH 
MAKE THIS SIMPLE POTASH 
STRIP TRIAL! Test your pastures 
now with cheap, simple POTASH 
strip trials, by applying free-
running Muriate of Potash at 
lVi-2 cwt per acre. For further 
advice and assistance consult 
your Local Departmental Officer. 
MAKES ALL THE 
DIFFERENCE 
TO PASTURES 
From the use of potash 
you will get more clover 
and healthier clover, 
more grass and more 
palatable grass, fewer 
weeds and a more even 
sward, and bigger pro-
fits from your land and 
your work. 
Write for our free pamphlet "POTASH for your PASTURES' to 
P O T A S H ( A U S T R A L A S I A ) P T Y . L T D . , G.P.O. B O X 3 8 4 3 , S Y D N E Y 
PIMM mention Hi* "Journal of Agr io i rm of WJk." a i m writing to odvortiMrs 
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ECONOMICS 
The House sparrow conflicts with man's 
interests over much of its indigenous range 
and certainly in most places where it has 
been introduced. In the last 100 years its 
economic importance has been strongly 
debated and much literature has been 
written on the beneficial and harmful 
aspects of its behaviour. 
The following harmful activities are 
recorded against the sparrow:— 
DAMAGES CROPS 
(1) In Russia, it has been recorded as 
consuming from 40 to 70 per cent, 
of a crop of wheat. Besides de-
vouring considerable wheat grain 
the birds damage the standing 
crop and newly sown seed, but 
most crop damage appears to be 
in the period before harvest. 
Other crops such as milo maize, 
grain sorghums, millet and other 
cereals are also damaged. Beans 
and pods of broad beans are 
damaged in the Sudan. Damage 
to crops is recorded from Russia, 
Great Britain, America, New 
Zealand and the Sudan. 
DAMAGES GARDEN PRODUCE 
(2) Sparrows are destructive pests in 
gardens, attacking seedling peas 
(their flowers and pods) eating the 
tender shoots of vegetables and 
stripping buds from spring flowers 
such as crocuses, primroses, poly-
anthus, while the leaves of car-
nations, chrysanthemums and 
lettuce are pecked off. This type 
of damage is recorded from New 
Zealand, Great Britain, America 
and the Falkland Islands. 
DAMAGES FRUIT 
(3) Destroys buds on cultivated trees, 
shrubs and vines, and also blossom 
in orchards in New Zealand and 
America. Plum trees, currants and 
gooseberries are disbudded and 
stripped of blossom. 
(4) Destroys fruit of every kind. Such 
fruits as cherries, grapes, berries, 
mangos, date fruits and other 
small fruits are affected. Damage 
of this nature is recorded in 
America, Sudan, Great Britain, 
New Zealand and Australia. 
DEFACES BUILDINGS 
(5) Defaces buildings and trees in 
cities and parks and is a pest in 
canteens, food depots and stores. 
Also annoys homeowners, damag-
ing houses by placing nests in 
guttering, drain water pipes and 
chimneys. This type of damage 
occurs almost everywhere. 
OTHER DAMAGE 
(6) The noise of large flocks is said 
to be irritating to some suburban 
dwellers in America. The filth of 
their nesting sites is also objec-
tionable. 
(7) Displaces indigenous birds in 
America, New Zealand, Australia, 
South Africa and Bermuda. 
(8) Distributes p o u l t r y parasitic 
worms (cestodes and nematodes); 
carries blood-sucking parasites of 
epidemiological importance which 
are associated with diseases of 
man and animals in Russia and 
America, and is suspected of doing 
so elsewhere. 
In defence of the sparrow it has been 
claimed that it destroys harmful insects 
such as caterpillars, cattle tick and others. 
Some feel too that the sparrow is of 
aesthetic value where other birds are few. 
Perhaps this is true in the larger cities in 
Europe and Great Britain but other birds 
would probably colonise these cities if 
sparrows were not already entrenched. 
The sparrow also eats large quantities of 
weed seeds but probably assists in their 
spread at the same time. 
It does seem certain, however, that the 
damage done by the sparrow largely de-
pends on the area and numbers of birds 
present at the time. In cultivated areas 
and cities there is no doubt that it is 
exceedingly harmful and that in excessive 
numbers sparrows' damage can be con-
siderable and severe. 
Although the Tree sparrow does not 
appear to do as much damage as the house 
sparrow, it could be just as destructive if 
its numbers built up. As far as is known 
it does not appear to be a pest in Asia, 
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although it is known to eat rice. In Tibet 
for instance, it does a great deal of damage 
in barley fields, but the local peoples seem 
quite unconcerned and no effort is made 
to control it. 
As sparrows have not yet become per-
manently established in Western Australia 
every effort must be made to prevent their 
introduction and colonisation. 
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Remember the 1963T15rv your silos now! 
ALL PURPOSE 
Remember what happened during the bumper 
1963 harvest? Everyone wanted silos at once . . . 
and many had to put up with costly delays. Don't 
be caught this year. Act now to ensure your own 
on-farm storage by ordering Lysaght All-purpose 
Silos . . . and take advantage of the generous tax 
concessions (120% deduction on your total 
outlay over 5 years!) 
With this permanent money-earning asset on your 
farm, youll avoid trucking hold-ups and get your 
crops under full cover faster! They become ideal 
all-purpose storage units simply by opening the 
doors and slipping out the bulkheads. A Lysaght 
field advisory officer is always at your service. 
* Fully rodent-proof construction. 
* Full-size "walk-in" door enables silos to be emptied 
and cleaned faster, more easily. 
* Vertically rigidised walls of heavy galvanized steel 
with horizontal ribs for added strength. 
* Improved centre and side-filling hole assemblies, 
complete with hinged lids and positive fastenings. 
* Large diameter auger chute located in bottom bulk-
head behind the door. 
PRICES (Ex Fremantle Store) 
Nominal Capacity 
Bushels 
*500 
1,200 
2,000 
3,100 
3,700 
Silo 
£93 
£172 
£240 
£318 
£349 
Steel Earth Ring 
(Opt. Extra) 
£11 10 0 
£22 0 0 
£22 0 0 
£31 10 0 
£31 10 0 
Steel Floor 
(Opt. Extra) 
£31 
£31 
£47 
£47 
•The 500 Bushel Silo is not equipped with a door. 
Price includes steel floor. 
Optional extras: Easy-to-install, heavy gauge steel 
floor and steel earth ring. Write for FREE literature 
and prices. 
JOHN LYSAGHT (AUSTRALIA) LIMITED 
Norma Road and McCoy Street. Myaree 
M M 
Pleas* mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertiser! 
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it DOOR TO DOOR" DELIVERY 
MAY WE HELP YOU? 
TERMINAL FEEDER SERVICE 
A convenient "door to door" delivery of livestock is provided by the 
railways in association with local contract carriers operating to and from 
many country centres throughout the State. 
This co-ordinated rail and road service enables integrated movements 
of livestock from farm to sale, sale to farm or from farm to f a r m . 
The benefit of these "feeder" services may be obtained where not less 
than one small van is hauled a minimum distance of 100 miles by ra i l . 
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS 
GRUBBING 
Is a One Man Job 
For Stumps—Large or Small, Green or Dry, Short or Head High 
The Enormous Power of a - - -
MONKEY GRUBBER 
- - - Easily Accomplishes the Task 
Removing the most stubborn obstacles cleanly, with most roots intact 
Easy to handle, simple to operate, expeditious—its only need, regular oiling 
The standard equipment will clean up everything over IS acres from one anchorage 
Multiplies the power at the handle 260 times 
Each part designed for simplicity, easy handling, and long trouble-free service 
A Time Saver and Profit Maker 
Available from 
McLean Bros. & Rigg McPhersons Ltd. The Bairds Coy. Ltd. 
Harris Scarfe & Sandovers Ltd. J. & W. Bateman Ltd. 
Co-operative Wholesale Services Ltd. 
TREWHELLA BROS. PTY LTD., The jack People TRENTHAM, VIC. 
flease mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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